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CELEBRATING 50 YEARS
"NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS"
A SANCTUARY TO THOSE IN NEED SINCE 1971

GRATITUDE CAN'T BE MASKED!

From Sr. Catherine Lowe, Executive Director and Zachary Ryan, Board Chair
Obviously, we have all had to wear masks to protect one another. The facial expressions that paint
the picture of a conversation have been hidden behind fabric for just over a year now. There have
been so many emotions that the mask has not been able to hide. The St. Patrick's Center
community has not been immune to the tears of grief, loss, and worry this pandemic has brought.
Through it all we try to count ourselves fortunate and blessed. As much as a mask can cover a face,
there are moments where a smile grows so large you can see joy in a person's eyes as they light up
and their cheeks simply force the mask to move with gratitude.
Our courageous and dedicated staff have provided emergency food, wellness checks, social work
visits, and so much more throughout the pandemic. Our Board and the St. Patrick's Society have
powered through not one but two St. Patrick's Days where we have been humbled by the
unwavering support of the local community. Through all this time we have been gifted back with
gratitude from Wilmington's Eastside -- "the smile of gratitude through the mask”.
Sr. Catherine and I would like to thank you for helping put smiles on faces behind the masks. Your
compassion continues to change the tears of loss to tears of hope which is at the heart of our
mission.
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28TH ANNUAL ST PATRICK'S CELEBRATION
Of course, things were definitely going to be
different this year. In addition to masks and
distancing--there were some notable changes! The
beautiful Mass at St. Patrick's Church had a special
guest. In Mike Hare's opening remarks he stated "Mr.
President we are humbled by your presence" While
Joe Biden certainly isn't an unfamiliar face in the
pews at this mass over the years, there was lots of
excitement around him being with us as President.
There has always been an exceptional connection
between public servants of any party and the
important mission of the St. Patrick's Day Society and
Center.

In the afternoon, the center and parish parking lot
transformed into the Irish Stew Drive Thru pick-up where
local officials, volunteers, and society members
distributed delicious lamb stew dinners to generous
supporters. There were bagpipes and even an Irish band
playing traditional Irish music. The spirit of this
community to keep traditions, have fun, and help out
was obvious to all. Reaching beyond all of the challenges
over the last year, the St Patrick's Society team was able
to break records and raise $262,700 to support the
operations of the Center. The impact of these donations
cannot be understated. The pandemic has brought new
clients to the Center along with those who consistently
depend on us. These funds will help the Center meet the
increase in services provided

It's hard to believe that
something that started in the
basement of the Church with
a handful of sponsors... would
become what it is today!!!!!!
Joe Farley, Society Co-chair;
St. Patrick's Center Board
Member

Special Thanks!
2021 Breastplate Sponsers
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Blackrock
Joe & Rosemary Farley Sr
Delmarva
Michael Hare
JPMorgan Chase Joseph & Barbara Julian
NCC Council
Hon. Michael Mulrooney
Salesianum
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NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS
FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Thinking Strategically about Food Insecurity
Where the Center is located, on the Wilmington Eastside a
"food desert" exists. Leadership is formulating a strategic
plan to ensure that the growing needs of this community
are meant efficiently, effectively, and respectfully. During
the winter months we “piloted” an added day, once a
month, on Saturday mornings to distribute food for those
who cannot reach us during regular hours. During the
three-month pilot we served 457 people. Also, 25% of
these people had never come to the Center before!
Through the coordination of Center staff and partnerships
with local grocery stores, the center has been able to
provide emergency meals and distributions that satisfy
hunger, but also provide healthy nourishment by
distributing fresh meats, fruits, vegetables and dairy
products. We also distributed hats, gloves, scarves, socks
and hand sanitizer. In keeping with our mission we treat
everyone with dignity, with a listening ear, a smile and a
hot cup of coffee. Because of the increased need we
distribute food daily. We are so lucky for the support we
have received from local grocery stores and the
community through donation of food and funds.

IN FOCUS: SOCIAL WORK
Every person's situation is unique
Through a grant we are fortunate to partner with Christiana Care to have
Community Social Workers embedded at the Center. We also have two
committed volunteers who work in this program. The social workers have
needed to be innovative during the pandemic. When the Center was first closed
they still reached out by phone to their existing clients, now they are able to see
them in person again! They also have had numbers rise with people who have
never needed these services before as a result of the pandemic. Our Social
Workers have strong collaborative ties that reach out into the community. They
also put our clients in touch with services beyond what the Center can provide.
Each person's situation is unique, so it takes time to peel back the layers of a
problem someone might be facing. The type of services a person might need -access to healthcare, getting a job, or receiving the basic essentials to survive is
something we are able to assist in every day. If you or someone you know needs
help call 652-6219.

"Special people do special things. They have got a lot of heart."
-Johnny, St. Patrick's Center client remarking on the staff at the center.

Going Forward - Seniors Return !
At the Center we are happy to report we are now open again.
During Covid we kept in touch with our seniors through
phone calls, delivering lunch and providing them with food
commodity boxes. We have been busy helping our seniors
receive their vaccinations as well. Now we are open each day
from 9 -2 providing seniors with breakfast and lunch. We also
have coordinated programming -- playing cards, doing art,
going on day trips and much more. If you know someone
who would be interested please call 652-6219 or email
maryellen.thomas@doc.org

Volunteers Needed!
Have you been vaccinated? Are you ready to get out
and about again? If the answer is yes please
consider coming and volunteering with us at the
Center. We have many options available for you:
Help with food distribution, working with seniors,
administrative tasks and more. We have internships
available and we are happy to work with corporate
groups as well. If you think you would be interested
email susan.strawbridge@stpatrickscenter.org for
the details

Want to learn more about St Patrick's Center?
We would love to talk to you about all the possibilities. We have many ongoing needs at
the center and programming we would like to develop further. Schedule a time to come in
for a tour and we will share with you all we are doing and hope to do in the future. If you
are a business looking for an opportunity to partner we would love to talk to you. The
Center exists for the last 50 years because of the generosity of our neighbors. We exist
through donations, grant funding, bequests and corporate support. Please consider us
when choosing your charitable contributions each year. For more information contact
susan.strawbridge@stpatrickscenter.org or 652-6219

